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This course is designed to prepare the student to take Algebra 1 as a freshman next year.

We will cover basic algebra skills such as working with variables, solving equations, mastering basic skills with decimals and fractions, and using algebra with basic geometry concepts.  Our course will meet daily with quizzes or tests typically occurring on Fridays.  The student will receive homework assignments almost daily.
Course Topics Covered All dates are approximate
First quarter:  Variables and equations, Integer Operations, Solving Equations and Inequalities

Second quarter:  Factors, Fractions, and Exponents, Multi-Step Equations, Rational Number Operations

Third quarter:  Ratios, Proportions, and Percents, Polygons, Real Numbers and Right Triangles, Measurement, and Area of Polygons

Fourth quarter:  Linear Equations, Graphs, and Polynomials

Grading 
15% of your grade is based on homework assignments and homework quizzes.

35% of your grade is based on quizzes.
50% of your grade is based on tests.

Homework assignments are graded on the amount of work that is being shown and completion.  If you do not show all of your work on an assignment, you will be given no credit. If the student does not have the work to hand in on time, they will be given a chance to get half credit if they turn it in the next day.  After two days the student will be given a zero for that homework grade.
Homework quizzes are given periodically during the week.  They are “pop” quizzes where students will be allowed to use their notes and homework assignments to take the quiz.   
Quizzes and tests will be graded on accuracy.  Partial credit will be given when earned.  It is especially important to show all of your work on tests and quizzes to earn any partial credit if you make a mistake on a problem.

Tests will be at the end of every chapter.  Tests will always cover the lessons from the specific chapter, but may also include general review questions from the previous chapters.

Quizzes will only cover a few sections from a chapter.

I will update edline with the dates of any quizzes or tests that will occur during the year.
Keep in mind that this higher-level math course is a major commitment and will require good study habits.  Your child will spend more time on homework, need to use strong organizational skills, and ASK QUESTIONS OFTEN.
To determine how well a student is handling the rigors of this class we look specifically at their grades on quizzes and tests, not their overall grade.  We expect to see consistent grades of B- or higher on these assessments.  

If we do not see grades of a B- or higher on the students assessments, a conference will be set for those students that are struggling.  At that time the student, parent(s), and teacher will determine the best placement for the student.  

Please contact me through my email address and then through the school.  I try to return all correspondence within 24 hours.

For some helpful math links, go to this site. http://mrsmith6b.yolasite.com/
